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Thank You 
to the Friends School Community

Annual Report 2022-2023

Challenging minds, 
Nurturing spirits, 

Honoring individuality



Friends School . . .  Making the world better by

Challenging minds, Nurturing spirits, Honoring individuality.



Dear Friends,  

As we reflect upon the remarkable accomplishments of 
2022-23, we are humbled by the support and dedication 
that defines our Friends School community. It is with great 
pleasure and gratitude that we present our annual 
report.  
  
With a renewed focus on strengthening our community 
connections in the aftermath of COVID, Friends School 
made it a priority to emphasize connection within the 
community. As part of this, we welcomed renowned 
author Charles H. Vogl, who shared with us his insightful 
teachings on "The Art of Community." With his emphasis on 
inclusivity, collaboration, and shared purpose, Vogl's message had a powerful impact on 
our faculty and the wider community, inspiring us to deepen our commitment to 
fostering a supportive and dynamic learning environment. 
  
Recognizing the importance of mindfulness in our lives, we offered a course to parents. 
The overwhelmingly positive response we received from parents underscored the value 
of starting with ourselves and engaging in deep self-reflection as the foundation for 
overall well-being. Being our best selves permits us to be the best parents we can be. 
  
Our exceptional faculty has gone above and beyond to engage with our community in 
meaningful ways. Preschool teachers were seen at the WOW Children's Museum, igniting 
curiosity and fostering a love for learning beyond our school walls. Our Middle School 
Program Head, leveraging his musical talent, developed for parents an immersive 
program on drugs, alcohol, and social media use, empowering them with crucial 
knowledge and strategies to support their teenagers. 
  
Additionally, we forged a meaningful collaboration with the YWCA, working together to 
foster dialogue and understanding on the important topic of racial awareness. Our joint 
efforts in hosting "Reading to End Racism" workshops fostered a safe space for learning 
and growth, further cultivating our students' ability to act with compassion and integrity. 
  
We are thrilled to report that our annual fundraising campaign surpassed its targets, 
thanks to the remarkable generosity of our donors. Their support enables us to enhance 
our academic programs and provide enriching experiences for our students. 
  
We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all who have contributed to the remarkable journey 
of Friends School. We are filled with pride for our collective achievements and reaffirm 
our commitment to our mission. With your support, we stand poised to make an even 
greater difference as we navigate the path ahead together and are excited for what the 
future holds for Friends School. Thank you for being an integral part of our exceptional 
community. Together, we will continue to nurture our students' academic foundations, 
develop their creative expression, and instill in them a passion for lifelong learning.  

With gratitude, 

Honor Taft  	 	 	 	 Kristin Lawrence 
Head of School     	 	 	 2022-23 Friends School	 Community Board Chair

I couldn’t 
think of a 
better 
place for 
my child

“
to be seen and 
heard. She is truly 
held by all the staff. 
We all have a sense 
that this is right 
where we belong. 

- 2022-2023 Friends School 
Parent



Revenue 2022-2023
$4,741,021

Expenses  2022-2023 
$5,062,996

Finances

Thank you
Friends Fund Donors 2022-2023 

2023 8th grade Class – (In  
  recognition of the staff &  
  teachers - We love you!)ꖴ 

ANONYMOUSߜ 

Jeneye Abele & Eric Warnerߜ  
Jason Adams & Allison Silver  
  Adamsߜ 

Travis & Erin Arnoldߜ 

Kim & Oliver Bagelmanߜ 

Dawn Banka & Richard Wicksߜ 

Bettina Beplerߜ 

Jana Bledsoeꕢꖴ 

Diane Brambleꕢ 
Bonni Breen  
Chelsea Bruderꕢ 

Remy & Gianella Burgerߜ 
Stephen Butler & Svenja  
  Knappeꕢꖴ 

Tricia & Kyle Callahanꕢ 
Sarah & Peter Cameron- 
  Douglasߜ 
Matthew & Evren İren   
  Carlstromߜ 

Amy & Steve Carpenterꖴ 

Community 
is built“
one invitation at a 
time.  

- Charles Vogl 
The Art of Community

* = Grandparent,  ꖴ = Alumni,  ߜ= Parent,  ꕺ= Former Staff, ꕢ= 2022-23 Staff,  t=2022-23 Trustee,  ᐉ = Organization

The 2022-23 Friends Fund supports the people, programs and experiences that 
make Friends School special: talented teachers, low student:teacher ratios and 
personalized attention through which we honor and celebrate every learner. 
Generous Friends Fund gifts from the following donors affect everything from 
salaries to art supplies and are an investment in positive change in the world. 

Samantha & Shawn Cartonꕢ 
Roberta Carvalho & Rodrigo   
  Carvalhoߜ 
Krysten Fort-Catanese & Alex   
  Cataneseꕢꖴ 

Bev Coleꖴ*t 

Mia Choi & Chris Grecoߜ 
Colorado Mountain Ranchᐉ 
Leigh & David Corsonߜ 

Marja & Tonatiuh Dansieꖴߜ 
Janet Davis* 



Davis-Tailer Foundation/ 
  Donna Davis & Davis  
  Tailerꖴᐉ 
Keith Desrosiers & Mia  
  Rosinganaߜ 

Dianna DeVoreߜ 

Polly Talbot Donaldꕺ 

Jenny & Terry Donovanꖴߜt 

Caitlin & Jake Durlingߜ 

Jessica & Bradley Ealesߜ 

Liz Ecksteinꕺ 

Paul & Stefani Edwardsߜ 
Jeremy Firsenbaum & Carla  
  Riccioߜ 

Steve Fragleassoꕢ 

Kensey Frankꕢ 
Julie Gillaspie & Brett  
  Magdovitzߜ 

Eddie & Kerry Gilmartinߜ 
Google Employee Match - Xin  
  Gaoᐉ 
Gracie Gravleyꕢ 

Melissa & Drew Grumhausꖴ 

Chris Gustavsonߜ 

Alicia Hagge ߜ 
Heidi Halpern & Mark  
  Stuhlbarg ꕢ 
Carol Hampf/Kloepfer Family      
  Fundꖴt 
Meg, Michael & Jack  
  Hansenꖴꕢ 
deana harragarra waters &  
 Richard Watersꕢ 
Hassan + Cables/Jared &  
  Lauren Hassanߜtᐉ 

Del Hebert ꕢ 
Elizabeth Henna & Tim  
  Commons ꖴt 
Casey Hibbard & Scott  
  Walnumߜ 
Randi Hofmann* 
Leigh Houserꕢ 

Diane & Russ Hulletꖴt 

* = Grandparent,  ꖴ = Alumni,  ߜ= Parent,  ꕺ= Former Staff, ꕢ= 2022-23 Staff,  t=2022-23 Trustee,  ᐉ = Organization

Kate Hunter & Brian Buckleyߜ 

Carrie & Thomas Hutchinsonߜ 
Erin Jackman & Stead  
  McDanielߜt 

Amanda & David Januszߜ 
Ivan Johnson & Catherine  
  FinkJohnsonߜꕢ 
Pierre & Julie Jospe* 
Juniper Booksᐉ 
Emily Kaptein & Brendan  
  Wallߜ 

Erik Keithleyꕢ 

Erin Kellyߜ 
Jason & Jennifer Kiefer/ 
  Marbrook Foundationᐉꖴ 
King Soopers Krogerᐉ 
Kulynych Family Foundationᐉ 
Tara Lambߜ 

Laura & Devin Lammersߜ 
Michael Lariviere & Heidi  
  Milneߜ 

Katie & Jeff Latierꖴߜ 
Susan Latier* 
Rebecca & Tim Laramyꕢ 

Kristin & Jesse Lawrenceߜt 
Steven Lawrence & Lisa  
  Mankߜ 

John Leach & Lori Powellߜ 

Lindsay & Brad Lidgeߜꖴ 

Joan Carol Liebermanꖴt 

Mark & Kasey Lohmanߜꖴ 
Amy Lombardo & Gregory  
  Hertzߜ 
Barbara & Alfred Lombardo* 
Caroline Long & Katie Ruizߜꕢ 

Carrie Mabie & Angelo Keelyߜ 

Casey & Dave MacKenzieߜꖴt 
Fred Marienthal & Sally  
  Sporerꖴt 

Ailish McAndrewꕢ 

Sam & Christine Marquisꖴ 

Wendy & Dave Michaelߜt 

Tori Missbachꕢ 

Hannah, & Ian Matjeߜ 
Medtronic Employee Match -  
  Gregory Hertzᐉ 
Nuno Monteiroꕢ 

Erika & Keith Norman ꖴꕢ 

Kevin Nugentꕢ 

Sunaura Ogletreeߜ 

Ela & Lucian Opreaߜ 
Original Works Yours, Inc.ᐉ 
Lynne & Stephen Overall * 
Saroch Panichsakul &  
  Maysinee 
Chantanayingyongߜ  
Shelby Pawlina & Marcos  
  Bradleyꖴꕢ 

Bryn & Chris Penningtonꖴ 

Sanam Pejuheshߜ 

Erin & Steve Piconeߜt 

Dani Piferꕢ 
Jade Polizzi & Stephen  
  Eckertߜꖴ 

Rae Pollardꕢ 

Reilly Rastelloꖴ 

Ann & Cameron Reid*ꕺ 

Taylor Replaneߜꕢ 

Lucas & Zoe Rogersߜ 

Kelly Cope Russackߜꖴ 

Brandi & Miguel Sanchezߜꕢ 

Tony Santistevanꕢ 

Garret & Dia Savageߜ 

Amy & Scott Schefߜ 

Billy & Yasmin Shaddoxߜ 

Mayumi & Manabu Shimobeߜ 

Zoe Solomonꕢ 

Christie & Paul Stanfordꕢ 
Lisa Stevens  
Elissa Stone & Keenan  
  Tompkinsߜ 

Thomas & Lauren Story ߜ 

Patricia Surmanߜ 

Honor & Doug Taft ߜꕢt 
Cheryl & Robert Thompson* 

Friends Fund Donors 2022-2023 (continued)

Sara & Robin Thurstonߜ 

Jessica & Drew Torbinߜ 

Anna Uraꕢ 

Jessie Vanden Hogenꕢ 
Thomas P. Waters Foundation/ 
  Damon Waters ߜᐉ 

Colleen Weberꕢ 
Penny Florsheim Weis (In  
  Honor of Harper Mackenzie) 
Chris Willis & Bud Popeꖴt 

Thatcher Wineߜꖴt 

Farren Wynerꕢ 

Annie & Kirk Youngmanߜ 

Yan Zeng & Xin Gaoߜ 

Todd Zoltanߜ 

My 
youngest 
comes 
home 
every day

“
and tells me "School 
was AWESOME 
today!" Literally every 
day. What a gift.” 

- 2022-2023 Friends School 
Parent



Jason Adams & Allison Silver  
  Adamsߜ 

Heather & Chris Andersenߜ 

Roy & Neta Benhorinߜ 

Jana Bledsoeꕢ 
Sarah & Peter Cameron- 
  Douglasߜ 
Amy Breeze Cooper & Jon  
  Cooperߜ 

Marja & Tonatiuh Dansieꖴߜ 

Dianna DeVoreߜ 

Polly Talbot Donaldꕺ 

Jenny & Terry Donovanߜt 

Allison & Robert Finebergߜt 
Julie Gillaspie & Brett  
  Magdovitzߜ 

Chelsea & Bill Flaggߜ 
Heidi Halpern & Mark  
  Stuhlbargꕢ 
Hassan + Cables/Jared &  
  Lauren Hassanߜ 
Elizabeth Henna & Tim  
  Commonsꖴt 

* = Grandparent,  ꖴ = Alumni,  ߜ= Parent,  ꕺ= Former Staff, ꕢ= 2022-23 Staff,  t=2022-23 Trustee,  ᐉ = Organization

Sara Hillߜ 
Carrie & Thomas  
  Hutchinsonߜ    
Ivan Johnson & Catherine  
  FinkJohnson ߜꕢ 
Emily Kaptein & Brendan  
  Wallߜ 
John and Jan Kelly* 
Tara Lambߜ 

Katie & Jeff Latierߜ 

Kristin & Jesse Lawrenceߜt 
Amy Lombardo & Gregory  
  Hertzߜ 

Caroline Long & Katie Ruizߜꕢ 

Sabina & Heath Mackayߜ 

Casey & Dave MacKenzieꖴߜt 

Hannah, & Ian Matjeߜ 

Evan & Mollie McCaigߜ 
Stead McDaniel & Erin  
  Jackmanߜt 

Tori Missbachꕢ 

Erika & Keith Normanꖴꕢ 

Kevin Nugentꕢ 

Deborah Olcott & Phil Ansonߜ 

Ela & Lucian Opreaߜ 
Shelby Pawlina & Marcos  
  Bradleyꖴꕢ 

Erin & Steve Piconeߜt 

Dani Piferꕢ 
Lizzette Sanabria & Artemio  
  Garciaߜ 

Amy & Scott Schefߜ 

Christie & Paul Stanfordꕢ 

Ally & Adam Steinߜ 

Honor & Doug Tafߜꕢt 

Jessica & Drew Torbinߜ 

Anna Uraꕢ 

Jessie Vanden Hogenꕢ 
Emily Ward & & Andy  
  Wagnerߜ 

Chris Willis & Bud Hopeꖴ 
Jane Sykes Wilson & Matt  
  Wilsonߜ 

Thatcher Wineꖴߜ 

Annie & Kirk Youngmanߜ 

Founders Scholarship Fund Donors 2022-2023

First 8th Grade Class 
Graduates High School

The Founders Scholarship Fund was created to provide full scholarships 
and further Friends School’s goal for greater diversity, equity and 
inclusion in our community.

In the first 
four weeks 
of school, 
someone 
has 
already 
talked to 
my child 
about self 
advocacy

“

and how important 
that is. How 
wonderful that such 
discussions are an 
intentional and active 
part of the classroom 
and not just talked 
about on the 
website." 

- 2022-2023 Friends School 
Parent

The Friends Fund Leadership Circles include donations to 
the Friends Fund of $1,000 or greater. Thank you to the 37 
donors at these levels in 2022-2023

1987 Society 
$10,000+

6
65

20
Head Hand Heart 

$2,500-4,999

Friends 
$1,000-2,499

Silver & Gold 
$5,000-9,999

In May 2023, history was 
made as our first 8th grade 
class graduated high school 
and was honored at our 
Silver & Gold Graduation. 



Teacher Preparation Program Director, Julie 
Hart, PhD used her award to attend 
Chautauqua in the Spring at YMCA of the 
Rockies in Rocky Mountain National Park.  

Julie writes “I have been able to reconnect with nature, recharge 
in small doses throughout the year, create memories in the awe-
inspiring places that Colorado has to offer, and spend quality 
time alone as well as with family and friends. 

 Because of these experiences, I have been reminded of the 
importance of the effective navigation of the balance between 
my personal and professional time, commitments, and 
expectations. The education profession is challenging and takes a 
consistent amount of energy...therefore, as educators, we MUST 
advocate for our own rejuvenation to remain relevant, effective, 
and invested in the constant growth of our craft. 
  
Thank You Friends School, PTD Fund, and the PTD Scholarship 
Committee!”

Each year, Friends School makes an award to one or more staff members from the Polly T. Donald Enrichment Fund. Generous parents 
and community donors created this fund as a tribute to former head of school, Polly Donald. The fund provides a unique opportunity for 
faculty and staff to revitalize and grow outside of the classroom. Polly believes that an individual’s personal growth inevitably enriches 
those with whom they come into contact. The fund aims to revitalize and inspire and support personal growth, enriching the Friends 
School community at large.  

The 2022 recipients of the Polly T. Donald Enrichment Fund were Julie Hart, PhD and Christie Stanford. 

Polly T. Donald Enrichment Fund 2022-2023

Preschool Teacher, Christie Stanford used 
her award to take Spanish language 
clasesses to enrich her family interactions 
and experiences. 

Christie writes “I had the privilege of starting my career at 
Friends School under the leadership of Polly Donald. She valued 
learning and inspired us to continue to find opportunities to 
learn, discover and grow. Among many traits, Polly emphasized 
hard work and well roundedness, investigation and practice. This 
philosophy has continued for me while at Friends School. Often I 
explore areas in Social and Emotional Learning and implement 
the knowledge I acquired to myself, my family and my classroom. 

My family is very important to me and continuing to grow as a 
person and learn has helped me be a better mother and 
grandmother. My son, Max, married a wonderful woman from 
Peru named Fran. They have 2 boys and speak Spanish in their 
home. Fran’s family is a priority to her and they are welcoming to 
my husband, Paul and me. They all speak English incredibly well 
and we admire their abilities in both languages. As a way of 
connecting with Fran, my grandsons, and Fran’s extended family, 
I asked to use PTD funds to learn Spanish. 

I had taken Spanish years ago in high school so I felt I would be 
able to pick it up rather quickly. Well, that assumption was a bit 
misguided! It is difficult and often intimidating. I am taking 
lessons with a tutor and working on building my comfort level as 
well as vocabulary and understanding of the language. 

Truly, I appreciate that the PTD Enrichment Fund allowed me to 
explore a second language. I am continuing to work on my skills 
and will be visiting my son, daughter-in-law, and grandsons soon 
so I will even be practicing with other Spanish speakers! Estoy 
tan emocionada!”

Our child has been 
met with love and 
understanding for 
who he is
and he is taught how to be successful in 
social situations and relationships with 
peers. This is more than we could have 
ever asked for.” 

- 2022-2023 Friends School Parent

“



South Campus  
Elementary & Preschool  
5465 Pennsylvania Ave.  

Boulder, CO 80303 

North Campus  
Middle School & Teacher 

Preparation Program 
3800 Kalmia Ave.  

Boulder, CO 80301 

303-499-1999  
fax: 303-499-1365 

friendsschoolboulder.org

Our Vision

Making the world better by challenging minds,  
nurturing spirits and honoring individuality.

Our Mission

Friends School is a supportive, dynamic community committed to educating 
the whole child — head, hand, and heart — and to training exceptional 

teachers for tomorrow’s classrooms. We provide a strong academic 
foundation while developing creative expression and nurturing a passion for 

learning. Our students gain a deep understanding of themselves and are 
inspired to act with compassion and integrity.


