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Thank You 
to the Friends School Community

Annual Report 2021-2022

Challenging minds, 
Nurturing spirits, 

Honoring individuality



Friends School . . .  Making the world be9er by

Challenging minds, Nurturing spirits, Honoring individuality.



Dear Friends,  

As we write this in the fall of 2022, and as you read this in the summer of 2023, it is 
worth noBng that the Annual Report is a reflecBon on the 2021-22 school year. While we 
had all hoped that COVID-19 would be behind us, it was evident that our lives, 
organizaBons and communiBes have been impacted by ongoing ripple effects of the 
pandemic. At the same Bme, we felt a collecBve desire to move forward, repair, re-
energize and reconnect. 

The Friends School faculty and staff began the year examining the foundaBons of 
progressive educaBon, our school’s missions and vision, diversity, equity, inclusion and 
social jusBce work and applying all of these to all our pracBces. Combined, this work 
informed and energized our team as we built on expanding and deepening the creaBvity 
while further enhancing our academic program.  

Throughout the fall semester, we spent as much Bme outside as possible so that we 
could remove our masks and see one another’s smiles. The joy of being together was 
incredibly healing. Students across the school shared beauBful Harvest CelebraBons filled 
with music, food, laughter and graBtude, and memorable Halloween parades and 
dances. We were thrilled to be able to host families for the Holiday Bazaar, warmed by 
hot chocolate and fesBve cheer. 

The last days of 2021 were marked by the devastaBon of the Marshall Fire. Katherine 
May, author of Wintering: The Power of Rest and Retreat in Difficult Times, explores the 
concept of winter both as a season but also as difficult Bmes in our lives. As 2022 began, 
our community was reeling from the destabilizing shock and losses caused by the fire, 
the Omicron variant was spreading rapidly and our pandemic-weary world had been 
experiencing a kind of winter for almost 3 years. But as Katherine May points out, 
“Winter is not the death of the life-cycle but its crucible.” Friends School has managed, 
through teamwork, resilience, though=ul leadership and commitment to the school’s 
vision and strategic framework to not only weather the winter of COVID but thrive. 
 The metamorphosis of Friends School is extraordinary.  

The Friends School team authenBcally lives and breathes our mission. Together, the 
enBre Friends School family embodies the goal of holding relaBonships at the heart of 
learning, elevaBng creaBvity in the curriculum and inspiring curiosity in the students. 
CollaboraBon on every level brings cohesion across the school and excellence to each 
classroom, each child and to Friends School as a whole - head, hand and heart. Friends 
School really is connecBng, elevaBng, inspiring and, yes, shining - brightly! 

In the spring, we held the Science Fair and an Art Showcase celebraBng student work. 
The excitement of being together inspired us to host the first in-person GraBtude Gala, 
since our 35th anniversary, at Boulder Theater. The support and generosity from our 
community for the Founders Scholarship Fund supporBng Access and Equity was 
remarkable and record-breaking. In May we celebrated Friends School’s first ever in-
person K-8 Silver and Gold graduaBon ceremony, beauBfully honoring each of our 
students with old and new tradiBons as they transiBon into the next grade or graduate 
from Middle School. 

We are proud and honored to be part of the Friends School community and are humbled 
by the extraordinary team of teachers, staff, administrators, leaders, trustees, students 
and families. 

Honor Tac      Jenefer Donovan 
Head of School        2021-22 Friends School Community Board Chair

Plants and 
animals 
don’t fight 
the winter, 

“
they don’t pretend 
it’s not happening 
and a9empt to carry 
on living the same 
lives they lived in the 
summer. They 
prepare. They adapt. 
They perform 
extraordinary acts of 
metamorphosis to 
get them through.” 

- Katherine May 
Wintering: The Power of Rest 
and Retreat in Difficult Times

https://www.amazon.com/Wintering-Power-Retreat-Difficult-Times/dp/0593189485/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1643741970&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Wintering-Power-Retreat-Difficult-Times/dp/0593189485/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1643741970&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Wintering-Power-Retreat-Difficult-Times/dp/0593189485/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1643741970&sr=8-1


Revenue 2021-2022 
$5,076,220

Expenses  2021-2022 
$4,660,007

Finances

Thank you
Friends Fund Donors 2021-2022 

Jeneye Abele and Eric Warner 
Mike Adams 
Heather Andersen 
Robert and Janet  
  Andersen* 
Anonymous 
Jody Ash 
Anne Baker* 
Robin and Steve Baker* 
Thomas Baker 
Dawn Banka and Jonathan  
  Wicks 
KC Becker and Miles  
  Kunkel  

Roy and Neta Benhorin 
Begna Bepler 
Aaron and Kristen Berlin 
Barry and Susan Berlin* 
Liz Berubeꕢ 
Briana and Peter Borten 
Becca Bosleyꕢ and Caio Sa 

Diane Brambleꕢ 
Jennifer Brandon 
Phyllis and Frank Brown* 
Chelsea Bruderꕢ  
Karen Brungard and Blayne  
  Rawsky 

I often look 
back on 
my time at 
Friends

“
with fondness. I really 
appreciate all that I 
learned there and I 
made many lifelong 
friends who I will 
never forget.” 

- Alumni Student

* = Grandparent,  ꖴ = Alumni,  ߜ= Alumni Parent,  ꕺ= Former Staff, ꕢ= 2020-21 Staff 

The 2021-22 Friends Fund supports the people, programs and experiences that 
make Friends School special: talented teachers, low student:teacher raBos and 
personalized a9enBon through which we honor and celebrate every learner. 
Generous Friends Fund gics from the following donors affect everything from 
salaries to art supplies and are an investment in posiBve change in the world. 

Ma9hew Buchanan 
John and Mary Ann 
Bumgarner* 
Stephen Butlerꕢ and Svenja  
  Knappe 
Triciaꕢ and Kyle Callahan 

Donna Davisߜ and James  

  Tailerߜ  
Peter and Sarah Cameron- 
  Douglas 
Ma9hew Carlstrom and  
  Evren Iren Carlstrom 
Adam Carter 



Shawn and Samantha  
  Cartonꕢ  
Roberta and Rodrigo  
  Carvalho 
Ana K. Casas Ibarra 
Jody and Andres Castrillon 
Dan and Robin Catlinߜ 
Rochelle Caudill 
Theresa Clark 
Bev Coleߜ 
Sarah Colomina-Goran and  
  Charles Goran 
Kelly Cope Russack 
Leigh and David Corson 
Marja⊙ and Tona Dansie 
Hopi Darnell 
Ma9 and Meghan  
  DeAngelis  
Kate Daly and Kevin  
  Dinstell 
Patricia H. Dodd 
Polly Talbot Donaldꕺ 
Jenefer and Terry Donovan 
Caitlin Durling 
Liz Ecksteinꕢ 
Stefani Edwards 
Mari Engle Friedmanꕺ and  
  Markiah Friedman 
Cyrus and Diana Farudi 
Fidelity Charitable 
Allison and Rob Fineberg 
Jeremy Firsenbaum and  
  Carla Riccio 
Chelsea and Bill Flagg 
Flower Child 
Krysten Fort-Cataneseꕢ  
  and Alex Catanese 
Steve Fragleassoꕢ 
Ken and Jan Franzen* 
Carla Fredericks and  
  Richard Bienstock 
Maria Gamboa Aldecoꕢ 
Xin Gao 
Julie Gillaspie 
Lucy and Thomas Goldstein 
Ali Go9lieb 
Gracie Gravleyꕢ 
Chris Greco 
Gavin and Brian Green 
James and Ann Green* 

* = Grandparent,  ꖴ = Alumni,  ߜ= Alumni Parent,  ꕺ= Former Staff, ꕢ= 2020-21 Staff 

Victor Guillen 
Heidi Halpernꕢ 

Meg Hansenꕢߜ 

Faye Hargreavesꕢ 

deana harragarra watersꕢ  
  and Richard Waters 
Julie Hartꕢ and Ma9hew  
  Olivieri 
Lauren and Jared Hassan 
Elizabeth Henna and Tim  
  Commonsߜ 
Gregory and Amy Hertz 
Casey Hibbard  
Gordon M. and Sharon L.  
  Hibbard* 
Lindseyꕢ and Zach Hilliard 
Rob Hinrichs and Anne  
  Rider* 
John and Carol Hoefflerߜ 

Dacia Hornꕢߜ 

Leigh Houserꕢ 
Russ and Diane Hullet 
Anne Hunterߜ 
Regan Nichole Jernigan 
Ivan Johnsonꕢ and Cat  
  FinkJohnson 
Michael Jospe and Erin  
  Tanner Jospe 
Pierre Jospe* 
Rhonda and Barry N. Kahn* 
Erik Keithleyꕢ 
Erin Kelly and Adam Kay 
Lana Kimayeva 
King Soopers/ Kroger 
Nash and Dana Lamb* 
Tara Lamb 
Laura and Devin Lammers 
C. A. Langfeldt* 
Rebecca Mo9ꕢ and Tim  
  Laramy 
Michael Lariviere and Heidi  
  Milne 
KaBe and Jeff LaBer 
Susan LaBer* 
KrisBn and Jesse Lawrence 
Steven Lawrence and Lisa  
  Manko 
Melanieꕢ and Roy Legge9 
Debbie Lidge* 

Lindsey and Brad Lidge 
Joan Carol Liebermanߜ 
Robert and Carol Lohman* 
Kasey Lohman 
Mark Lohman 
Barbara and Alfred  
  Lombardo* 
Caroline Longꕢ and KaBe  
  Ruiz 
Yoav Lurie 
ChrisBne Maren and Dan  
  Possley 
Frederic H. Marienthal and    
  Sally Sporerߜ 

ChrisBne and Sam Marquisߜ  
  and Greater Horizons 
Hannah and Ian Matje 
Ailish McAndrewꕢ 
Evan McCaig 
Maegan McCardle  
Lance McCardle 
Amy McCormick 
Stead McDaniel and Erin 
Jackman 
Kerry and Tim Merkel 
Wendy and Dave Michael 
Katherine and Leighton Minor 
Nuno Monteiroꕢ 
E. Nicholas MorBmer 
Jenny Natapow 
Kevin Natapow 
Erikaꕢ and Keith Norman 

Kevin Nugentꕢ 
Deborah Olco9 and Phil Anson 
Saroch Panichsakul and 
Maysinee Chantanayingyong 
Shelby Pawlinaꕢߜ and Mark 

Bradleyߜ 
Sanam Pejuhesh 
John and Julie Pelaez 
Brynꕺ and Chris Pennington  
Jeana Pethel 
Erin and Steve Picone 
Dani Piferꕢ 
John and Karen Portle 
Annꕺ and Cameron Reid 
Jenny and Jim Risner 
Louise Ruiz* 
Kelly and Evan Russack 

Friends Fund Donors 2021-2022 (continued)

Lizze9e Sanabria and Artemio 
Garcia 
Brandi and Miguel Sanchezꕢ 

Tony SanBstevanꕢ 
Sara Sawyer & Mark Deinert 
Amy and Sco9 Scheff 
Tihan Seale 
Rebecca Sell 
Nancy Shanahan 
Deborah Sharkey and Joshua 
Rowe 
Loraine and Patrick O’Keefe 
Mayum and Manabu Shimobe 
Jennifer Singer-Rupp and 
Daniel Rupp 
Zoe Solomonꕢ 
Spinnaker Trust 
ChrisBeꕢ and Paul Stanford 
Lisa Stevens 
Emily & Kalman Sweetwine 
Honorꕢ and Doug Tac 
Jessica & Brent Taylor 
Alex Teller and Rick  
  Frankel  
Jessica and Drew Torbin 
He9a Towlerꕢ  
John & Aleeza Tribbia 
Joseph and MaryAnn  
  Tribbia* 
Anna Uraꕢ 

Jessie Vanden Hogenꕢ 
William Webb 
Jan Weissman and Phil  
  Scheff* 
Wholesome Gives 
Chris Willis and Bud Popeߜ 
Ma9 Wilson 
Thatcher Wine 
Farren Wynerꕢ  
Jenn Yee and Sanay Patel 
Anjali and James Young 
Annie and Kirk Youngman 
Ronald and Jean  
  Youngman* 
YourCause/ Blackbaud 
Rebecca Zeppꕢ 
Todd Zoltan 



Anonymous 
Dawn Banka and Jonathan  
  Wicks 
Liz Berubeꕢ 
Tayler Bledsoe⊙ 
Briana and Peter Borten 
Diane Brambleꕢ 
The Christensen Fund 
Jenefer and Terry Donovan 
Chelsea and Bill Flagg 
Carla Fredericks 
Heidi Halpernꕢ and Mark  
  Stuhlbarg 
Meg Hansenꕢߜ 
Lauren and Jared Hassan 
Elizabeth Hennaߜ and Tim  

  Commonsߜ 
Gregory and Amy Hertz 
Casey Hibbard 
John and Terry Hinkelman* 
Dacia Hornꕢ 

Leigh Houserꕢ 
Russ and Diane Hullet 
Ivan Johnsonꕢ and  
  Catherine FinkJohnson 

* = Grandparent,  ꖴ = Alumni,  ߜ= Alumni Parent,  ꕺ= Former Staff, ꕢ= 2020-21 Staff 

John and Jan Kelly* 
Greg Lamb 
Laura and Devin Lammers 
Rebecca Mo9ꕢ and Tim  
  Laramy 
KrisBn and Jesse Lawrence 
Melanieꕢ and Roy Legge9 
Carrie Mabie 
Stead McDaniel and Erin  
  Jackman 
Catherine Mcintyre 
Nuno Monteiroꕢ 
Mindy Mullins and Jeremy  
  Sebor 
Kevin Nugentꕢ 
Deborah Olco9 
Shelby Pawlinaꕢߜ and Mark  

  Bradleyߜ 
Erin and Steve Picone 
Jade Polizzi and Stephen  
  Eckert 
Lizze9e Sanabria and  
  Artemio Garcia 
Amy and Sco9 Scheff 
Nancy and Tim Shanahan 

Deborah Sharkey and  
  Joshua Rowe 
Zoe Solomonꕢ 
Jane Sykes Wilson and  
  Ma9hew Wilson 
Honorꕢ and Doug Tac 
Jessica Taylor  
Jessica and Drew Torbin 
He9a Towlerꕢ and Dan  
  Sturtz 
Anna Uraꕢ 

Jessie Vanden Hogenꕢ 
Emily Ward and Andy  
  Wagner 
Thatcher Wine 
Annie Youngman 

Founders Scholarship Fund Donors 2021-2022

The LYRIC Project   
2021-2022

Anonymous

The Founders Scholarship Fund was created to provide full scholarships 
and further Friends School’s goal for greater diversity, equity and 
inclusion in our community.

My son is 
in love 
with 
Friends 
School. 

“
He is happier than 
I’ve ever seen him!” 

- Current middle school 
parent

The Friends Fund Leadership Circles include donations to 
the Friends Fund of $1,000 or greater. Thank you to the 45 
donors at these levels in 2021-2022.

1987 Society 
$10,000+

6
95

25
Head Hand Heart 

$2,500-4,999

Friends 
$1,000-2,499

Silver & Gold 
$5,000-9,999

The Learning Youth Research 
InnovaBon Center (LYRIC) is 
the heart of the Friends 
School’s North campus, 
providing  a communal space 
for all school meeBngs, 
performances, visual art 
presentaBons, indoor lunch 
& PE, the Science Fair, and 
faculty gatherings/meeBngs.



5th grade teacher Leigh Houser - Leigh 
completed a 200 hour Yoga Teacher Training. This 
comprehensive program included the history, 

philosophy, anatomy, energies, ethics and 
business of yoga. 

I joined Friends School 8 years ago and when I learned of the 
exciBng possibiliBes that the Polly T Donald Fund could provide, I 
knew right away what I would propose. I have been pursuing my 
personal yoga pracBce for more than twenty years, and it has 
proved to be a place of solace and rejuvenaBon in many ways. 
Teaching is such rewarding work, but it also requires an 
exhausBve outpouring of mental and emoBonal a9enBon.  And 
acer nearly twenty years in the classroom, my yoga mat has 
served as a faithful place to ground me back to the head, hand 
and heart of myself. At Friends we talk a lot about Head, Hand, 
Heart and Mindfulness-based Social EmoBonal Learning, and we 
must pracBce what we preach. In order to show up as my best 
self for the kids, pursuing yoga as a form of self care has truly 
been a gic over the decades.  

The PTD Fund afforded me the opportunity to gain my 200 Hour 
Yoga Teacher Training while also gaining a curriculum that I can 
use in the classroom for yoga as a foundaBon for Social 
EmoBonal Learning and mindfulness. I’ve already begun 
incorporaBng it into my classroom and the rewards have been 
great!  I have a group of faithful yogis who choose to pracBce 
regularly in their own Bme during the day and the kids look 
forward to our weekly yoga sessions. Seeing them confidently 
teach their parents yoga during Student Led Conferences was a 
highlight.  

But more personally, the PTD Fund paid for a year long 
membership to a local yoga studio where I can further my own 
personal pracBce.  It’s been a gic that has conBnued to give 
throughout the enBre year and I’m very grateful for the 
opportuniBes it has provided. 

Elementary Program Head Krysten Fort-
Catanese - Krysten a9ended a Spanish 
immersion program in Oaxaca City, Mexico. 

There she improved her Spanish and explored 
the archeological sites, outdoor markets, 

incredible food and vibrant 
culture of the region. 

I have been working in 
progressive educaBon for over 
25 years. My passion for this 
profession started in Santa 
Monica, California and 
eventually took me to Phuket, 
Thailand where I helped to start 
the United World College, a 
preschool-12th grade 
InternaBonal Baccalaureate (IB) World School. The next 
chapter of my career brought me to Friends School in Boulder, 
CO. So, I am sure it did not come as a shock to anyone that my 
PTD Fund applicaBon focused on internaBonal travel.  

I had many reasons for choosing Oaxaca City, Mexico, including 
1) my dearest friend is from there 2) it is a foodie's paradise 3) 
it is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and 4) one of my mid-life 
resoluBons is to learn more Spanish. It also worked out that 
while I was there, the incredibly beauBful Guelaguetza FesBval 

was happening! This is an annual 
celebraBon where people from 
all over the region come to 
celebrate their 
different customs, tradiBons, 
and culinary delights. I was so 
delighted when I got news of 
receiving this grant. It was so 
energizing and inspiring to be 
abroad again!  

I am so grateful to the PTD Fund 
and Commi9ee for supporBng 

me in this endeavor. We are all so 
very fortunate to be in a school that sees all of us as whole 
people, wants us to flourish, and encourages us to be the best 
we can be - head, hand, heart. And I highly recommend pugng 
Oaxaca City on your travel bucket list!! Call me if you do ;) 

Each year, Friends School makes an award to one or more staff members from the Polly T. Donald Enrichment Fund. Generous parents 
and community donors created this fund as a tribute to former head of school, Polly Donald. The fund provides a unique opportunity for 
faculty and staff to revitalize and grow outside of the classroom. Polly believes that an individual’s personal growth inevitably enriches 
those with whom they come into contact. The fund aims to revitalize and inspire and support personal growth, enriching the Friends 
School community at large.  

Due to COVID-19 restricBons, the 2020-2021 recipients of the Polly T. Donald Enrichment Fund delayed their experiences unBl 2022.

Polly T. Donald Enrichment Fund 2021-2022



South Campus  
Elementary & Preschool  
5465 Pennsylvania Ave.  

Boulder, CO 80303 

North Campus  
Middle School & Teacher 

PreparaBon Program 
3800 Kalmia Ave.  

Boulder, CO 80301 

303-499-1999  
fax: 303-499-1365 

friendsschoolboulder.org

Our Vision

Making the world be9er by challenging minds,  
nurturing spirits and honoring individuality.

Our Mission

Friends School is a supporBve, dynamic community commi9ed to educaBng 
the whole child — head, hand, and heart — and to training excepBonal 

teachers for tomorrow’s classrooms. We provide a strong academic 
foundaBon while developing creaBve expression and nurturing a passion for 

learning. Our students gain a deep understanding of themselves and are 
inspired to act with compassion and integrity.


